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Background
The Bicentennial Lakes is a dedicated Mareeba Shire Council parkland located conveniently in the
township of Mareeba. It is positioned a short walk away from the CBD. Approximately 1.5km in
length, the open space provides a recreational area for the residents of Mareeba Shire and for its
visitors. With established trees, grassy open spaces, footpaths and a waterway backdrop, the
parkland is a great asset to the Shire.
The Mareeba Bicentennial Lakes project (1988-1989) was initially undertaken to beautify a large,
narrow strip of urban watercourse, which had become overgrown and unsightly. The area of interest
included a series of small shallow lakes, islands, vegetation areas, pathways, open grassed areas and
a connecting waterway. While the lakes provide significant local amenity, they were not designed
with a specific water quality function at the time and as a result, the overall water quality in the lake
is poor, resulting in increased weed growth and reduced aesthetics. The Bicentennial Lakes also
suffers at times from some undesirable community behaviour.
However, Council shares the view with other community minded organisations that revitalisation of
this open space through the provision of facilities, services and improved water aesthetics will
beneficial for Mareeba Shire.

Figure 1 The Bicentennial Lakes parkland.

The Opportunity:
A revitalised Bicentennial Lakes could provide for:
 Focal point for the Mareeba CBD,
 Encourage business in CBD, particularly for Food and Beverage retailers
 Visitor Attraction
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The Opportunity is presented in Attachment 1- The Mareeba Bicentennial Lakes concept drawing.

The Current Constraints:
Waterway Aesthetics
 A report commissioned in 2016 by Council identified that sediment and nutrient
accumulation contributed to the nuisance weed growth, impacting on aesthetics, and that
the layout of the waterway needs to be reconfigured. That is, overall retention time in the
water way system needed to decrease; channels require narrowing and lake areas
consolidated.
This has been confirmed by the recent removal of the weir slat trial and by looking at the
clarity of water upstream of Rankin Street. Figure 2.

Figure 2 The weir removal has resulted in a lower detention time and water is flowing clear
downstream. Upstream (photo RHS) water is flowing clear in a smaller channel.
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Undesirable community behaviour.
 Undesirable activity such as public drunkenness in groups, graffiti and littering discourages
active leisure. It is envisaged that with addition of features that attract desirable usage that
this element will be discouraged from the area. Street safety lighting will also assist. Into the
future, Council may wish to consider CCTV in any problem areas.

Lack of features to attract visitors and usage.
The park is presently 1.5 km open space that has a footpath with some resident geese and ducks.
The parkland is quite an attractive area with mature established trees. It has the bones of a great 4
star park that will be a great asset to the Mareeba community.
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A Shared Vision
Council would like to share the vision through this Masterplan that Bicentennial Lakes will become a
4 star recreation reserve that provides opportunities for:

•Promotion of active leisure
•Walking, running

Recreation

•Adventure playgrounds
•Exercise stations
•Complements pool, fitness trail

•Natural sound theatre / amphitheatre

Events

•Weddings
•Markets
•Funruns

•Provides a place for the study of the environment

Environment

•Provides a place where the community can value a natural landscape
•Artistic opportunity

Connection

•Connects to other Council open spaces like Mary Andrews park, Granite
Creek
•Allows pedestrian traffic from the CBD to Mareeba west.
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This will be achieved through the staging and prioritisation of areas for revitalisation by introducing
the following Bicentennial Lakes Precincts:
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Adventure Playground Precinct (Priority Area 1)
Location: Keeble Street - Pool

Figure 3 View from Keeble Street carpark

Figure 4 View towards proposed BBQ and adventure playground area
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Opportunities:
 Existing infrastructure: picnic tables, shelter, sewer and water line.
 No water quality improvement needed in this area.
 Close proximity to pool and gymnastics hall.
 Connection to Abbott Street.
 Leopard tree lined pathway entrance.
Constraints:
 Potential flooding in a 50year event
 Children crossing road to move between bird feeding and playground
Potential Uses of this space:
 Adventure playground akin to Gamburra Park Cairns
 Open space recreation eg frizby immediately behind pool
 BBQs & picnics
 Bird feeding
 Water wheel to power tree lighting
 Toilet block, water taps.
 Street safety lighting

Figure 5 Gamburra Park Cairns - adventure rope park
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Keeble Street Lake Precinct (Priority Area Two)
Location: Keeble Street - Foot causeway

Figure 6 View from Keeble Street

Figure 7 View from Foot Causeway to Keeble St
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Opportunities:


Bird feeding



Already well visited



Existing infrastructure: footpath, Foot bridge to island



Consolidation of lake area relative to water flow



Hill formation would support deck overlooking lake area



Niche for wedding with lake background / earth formation for amphitheatre. Minimal
earthworks required.



Open accessible marshalling area for fun run events.



Opportunity on hill next to Boxing Hall to add value to fitness trail.

Constraints:


Earthworks required to improve water aesthetics and reconfigure lake.



Fun Run events require a temporary road closure or traffic control to cross Keeble Street and
Rankin Street to make use of full length of the park.

Potential Uses: Walking, running, exercise stations and stairs next to boxing hall, bird feeding,
wedding, café, information signage

Figure 8 Exercise Stations & Stair next to Boxing Hall
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Figure 9 One of the proposed wedding locations throughout the parkland.

Figure 10 View from proposed Cafe location
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Amphitheatre Precinct (Priority Area 3)
Location: Between 1st causeway downstream from Keeble Street and Granite Creek

Opportunities:
 Natural earth formation lends towards an amphitheatre
 Minimal affected housing nearby
 Rotary park nearby with ample car parking
 Connection to Byrnes Street footpath, Granite Creek bridge
Constraints:
 Some houses on Abbott Street north may be affected by proposed events.
 Significant earthworks to reconfigure waterway or lower bed of waters under foot causeway
to drain area.
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Figure 11 This section of the waterway needs significant reconfiguration

Potential Uses: walking, running, amphitheatre.
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Mason Street Lake Precinct (Priority Area 4)
Location:
Between Hort Street foot causeway and Ferguson Street

Figure 12 Large linear open space perfect for markets

Figure 13 Mason Street Lake with weir out
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Opportunities:
 Large open area suitable for markets
 Minimal water reconfiguration works needed.
 Small lake area aesthetically functions the best but may require some weed management
 Existing treed "environmental area" near Fragrance Garden
 Aesthetic areas for wedding niches with minimal earthworks.
 Location of previous water fountain - condition unknown

Constraints:
 Undesirable community behaviour around fragrance garden
 Bats may relocate to environmental area.
Potential Uses:
 Works for Queensland Pathway proposed.
 Markets
 Environmental Area for trees.
 Street safety lighting for footpath between Warren Street and O'Donnel Street & for night
markets
 Footbridges downstream of lake provide areas for open air painting.

Figure 14 The Japanese Footbridge
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Figure 15 Potential wedding niche
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Dog Park Precinct (Priority Area 5)
Location: Stewart Street
Opportunities:
 Majority of fencing in place from the residents on Casey Street
 Large open area that is not much use for anything else.
Constraints:
 Consultation maybe required with residents along Casey Street.
 Flying Fox management.
Potential Use:
 Fenced dog park
 Community Garden for Kindergarten

Figure 16 Proposed fenced dog park location
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Island Playground Precinct (Priority Area 6)
Location: Between Rankine Street and Mareeba State High School

Opportunities:
 Open area with park bench established
 Parking available Abbott Street (South off Rankin Street)
 Water and Wastewater infrastructure
 Earthworks not technically challenging.
Constraints:
 Earthworks required to reconfigure waterway and make island accessible.
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Figure 17 Channel to the left requires filling (high flow channel). Island requires expansion and some landscaping but
would make an excellent natural play area.

Potential Uses:
Playground, natural play area with access to island, bbqs / picnics, running, walking path.
This area has potential for street safety lighting.

Figure 18 Nature playground
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Water Quality Maintenance Strategy
The provision of facilities and services needs to coincide with water aesthetics improvement works
and a new water quality maintenance strategy. The recent weir sluice removal trial has resulted in
Council understanding that the following maintenance regime needs to be trialled.
Before Wet Season:
 December each year remove all weir boards to allow for wet season flush
 Remove bulky rubbish from water way eg trolleys, bikes, tyres
After Wet Season:
 April each year reinstate weir slats at 2 weir sites:
o

Lake 1 - 1st foot causeway downstream of Keeble Street

o

Lake 2 - Weir between Hort Street and Warren Street

 Dose with aquatic herbicide if required.
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Attachment 1 - Bicentennial Lakes Masterplan concept drawing.
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